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Livin’ the Shore Life
To cultivate their coastal dream home, this Kiawah Island couple partnered with a professional designer.

B

y working with an interior
designer from the inception
of their home, this Kiawah
Island couple was able to
design their quintessential abode. Ask
any professional interior designer
about timing in a custom homebuilding project and they will declare
that the earlier a homeowner brings
on an interior designer, the more
seamless the whole process will be.
Such was the case with Andrew and
Holly Bernardini’s Kiawah Island
construction project. The builder,
Knight Residential Group, worked
closely with Karen Germond of KMD
Interiors to help their homeowners
select custom finishes for their new
home, and the couple was happy to
take advantage of Karen’s expertise.
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“They requested a custom trim work
package to create a unique setting
throughout their home, and I worked
with them to design and select other
custom finishes in order to marry their
more traditional style with their desire
to have a comfortable, coastal-inspired
home,” describes Karen. The couple
hails from Charlotte, North Carolina,
so the pictures they showed Karen
of the rooms and spaces and designs
that they liked were fairly traditional
in color, but they also wanted to
be sure they could come home to a
lighter, relaxing atmosphere while
they are in their home in Charleston.
“Holly and Andrew brought me on
as their interior designer to help
them bring their vision to life,” Karen

Karen Germond of KMD Interiors

Chic Bedroom Design
The wall paneling creates a sense
of depth while keeping the brightness
of the room from the white walls.
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Kitchen Spaces
This wide area
creates a center
point for working
in the kitchen and
gathering family.

explains. “It was a fun and challenging process
because we had to lock down the paint colors
early without being able to see them on the
walls, at least not until we made all the furniture
and textile selections,” expounds Karen. “We
had to make those textile selections from
chips of paint rather than seeing samples
of fabric and other materials so I really had
to rely on my gut instinct in the absence of
being able to physically see it all together.”
A.C. Heyward of Knight Residential Group
was the project manager for this home and
was a crucial team member for its completion.
“His expertise was critical to getting all
the custom work completed,” explains,
Karen. “He jumped in and built the window
seat in a day when we ran into a delay.”
Throughout the whole process, Karen, Holly,
and Andrew took the time to get to know
each other so that Karen could fulfill her
motto of “creating spaces that are uniquely
yours.” She provided the couple with a
custom interior that is functional for their
lifestyle and the needs of the families who
will rent the home in the years to come. ✴
For more information, call KMD Interiors at
(843) 819-8254 or visit kmdinteriors.com.
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Storage Under
Window Seat

