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VERNON & JoEL KNIGHT

From

CHARLOTTE, NC

Q

Where are you from?

Q

What a great place to bring your family.

A

Vernon: I’m from Charlotte. I was born in Mobile,
Alabama and moved to Charlotte when I was very young.
JoEl: I’m from Summerville, South Carolina.

A

Q

How did you two meet?

A

Vernon: We met at a local watering hole in Charlotte. We
were watching the Duke-Carolina basketball game. She
was on a date and I was with some friends.
JoEl: I was not on a date!
Vernon: Yes you were.
JoEl: We were both with friends.
Vernon: She wouldn’t stop following me around.
JoEl: That part is true. I liked him instantly.

JoEl: We were coming home from the beach one day and a
deer followed us all the way to the steps of our house. Suzy
turned to me and said, Do you think he wants to come in for
dinner?
Vernon: There’s just so much for the kids to do here. They
ride bikes, go to the beach, and go to camp. They are now
getting to the age where they want to pick up a tennis
racket or golf club. We go to Night Heron Park and kick
the soccer ball.

Q

What do you like to do on the Island?

A

Vernon: I’m an avid golfer. I play as often as I can. And
we enjoy having cocktails and big dinners, sitting on our
screened-in porch and listening to music.

Q

Tell me about the Kiawah community.

A

JoEl: It’s the sweetest community. Everyone is very
family-oriented.
Vernon: We’ve introduced all our friends to Kiawah and
now it’s everyone’s favorite. There is a large group of us
that stay in contact, play golf together, and hang out.

Q

You also work with so many clients on the Island!

A

Vernon: Our clients have been wonderful. We’ve probably
built or remodeled forty-five homes on the Island, and
we’ve maintained good friendships with all of them.

Q

What do you think is so special about Kiawah?

A

JoEl: It sounds corny, but it’s a little bit of magic. It’s not
about going to the beach and putting your chair in the
sand. There’s a lot more to it. It’s wildlife, it’s riding bikes,
it’s exploring…
Vernon: We used to want to retire to Belize and now we
want to retire to Kiawah. It’s just a timeless place. We
want to create traditions for our kids and we want them
to bring their families here when they grow up.
JoEl: I’m already dreaming about it. I know it’s way too
early but I can’t wait to bring my grandbabies here.

Q

Tell me about your company.

A

Vernon: We formed Knight Residential Group in 2012.
JoEl is our operations manager. Our focus is high-end
new construction and remodels. In the summer of 2014,
I opened an office in Freshfields Village and started
building on Kiawah. We love having a business here. It’s
the best place in the world to work.

Q

So you started spending more time here as a family?

A

JoEl: When we were renovating our house in Charlotte we
spent the summer on Kiawah and fell in love with it. We
explored every day and found new things to do with our
kids. Now we come down for family time, alone time, with
friends, and, of course, for work.

Q

When did you buy a home?

A

Vernon: We bought our place about a year ago. We’re right
off of Eugenia Avenue. We have incredible access to the
beach and we’re a block from the Sandcastle.

Q

Do your kids love coming here?

A

JoEl: I came to Kiawah when I was young and it’s very
interesting to be here as a parent—I wouldn’t go anywhere
else. We can let the kids run further, wander further, and
feel safe. And they experience so much!

Pictured here with Suzy and Charlie
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